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Sermon on the Mount 
Matthew 7:1-5 

The Critic’s Critique 
 
1“Do not judge so that you will not be judged. 2 For in the way 
you judge, you will be judged; and by your standard of measure, 
it will be measured to you. 3 Why do you look at the speck that 
is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in 
your own eye? 4 Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take 
the speck out of your eye,’ and behold, the log is in your own 
eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, 
and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your 
brother’s eye. 
 
• Jesus is not instructing us to suspend our God-given critical 

faculties regarding people and situations. 
 
• The Sermon on the Mount is based on the assumption that we 

will (indeed should) use our discernment (7:6, 15-16). 
 
• When Jesus says “Do not judge,” He means the self-righteous 

critique of one who builds himself up by pulling others down 
(cf. Luke 6:37). 

 
• Mr. Critic’s criticism consists of several unpleasant 

ingredients: 
 

1. He finds fault. 
 

2. He questions motives. 
 

3. He douses plans. 
 

4. He highlights mistakes. 
 

5. He gathers coalition. 
 
• Now that we’ve examined Mr. Critic’s critique of you, let’s 

examine Christ’s critique of Mr. Critic. 
 
o Jesus’ critique confronts you with a personal consequence 

(7:1-2). 
 

§ Get ready for the divine discipline (1 Corinthians 11:31-
32, Hebrews 12:5-11). 
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§ Get ready for a condemning conscience (Romans 2:1, 21-
24). 

 
o Jesus’ critique challenges your personal credibility (7:3-

4). 
 

§ The plan of self-righteousness blinds you to our own 
sinfulness. 

 
§ The plank of self-righteousness blinds you to your own 

objectivity. 
 

§ The plank of self-righteousness blinds you to your own 
pretentiousness. 

 
o Jesus’ critique calls you to personal compassion (7:5). 

 
You’re just one beggar telling another beggar 

where to find bread (cf. Galatians 6:1) 
 
 
 
 


